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ART IN THE CLASSROOM
Introduce our children to the world’s great artists! Parent volunteers make 1 - 2 presentations over the course of the school year and at the convenience of you and the classroom teacher. Each presentation lasts about 30-45 minutes. Experience or knowledge of art history is not required. Volunteers are provided with necessary research and materials. An additional hour or two may be needed for preparation of presentations. Related art projects may accompany presentation, suggested projects included in the PTA resources.
Chair: 	OPEN POSITION


ART SHOW
Help Ms. Staples plan the Spring Student Art Show.  Works and exhibits are from all grades and consist of mixed media.

Chair:		OPEN POSITION	


BINGO/FAMILY FUN NIGHT
This is a great family night out.  The children really enjoy the games and prizes.  Volunteers are needed for publicity, to solicit prizes, act as callers, supervise the prize table and check boards.  This event is scheduled in the month of February.

Chair: 	OPEN POSITION


BIRTHDAY BOOKS
Reading is so important and to help send that message, the Jennings PTA sponsors “Birthday Books”.  Every student in our school receives a book as a gift from the PTA on his/her birthday.  Help coordinate this wonderful program.

Chair: 	Vicky Ihlefeld			259-0499		vihlefeld@sbcglobal.net


BLUEFISH AND SOUND TIGERS  
Volunteers needed to organize “Jennings Day” at a Bluefish game at Harbor Yard and at an ice hockey game at the Arena at Harbor Yard.  Jennings families are the special guests at the games. The kids love the VIP treatment!  

Chair: 	Nicole Fasold (S. Tigers)		259-5926		nicolefasold@yahoo.com
		Pam Rottkamp (Bluefish)		292-8760		pamrottkamp@yahoo.com


	


BOOK FAIR – FALL AND SPRING 
Volunteers are needed to help with our Fall and Spring book fairs, one of Jenning’s School most popular and fun fundraisers.  Scholastic Book items are sold on the stage during one week in October and April.  Volunteers are needed for set up and take down, as well as during the day when the students shop.

Chair: 	 Nicole Fasold		259-5926		nicolefasold@yahoo.com 
		Arleen Kardos		292-3899		Arleenk@optonline.net


BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION/CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS
Collect and count labels for redemption for school equipment.  This is a very worthwhile project for volunteers to do at home.

Chair: 	Jen Damon			373-1699		goodearthtree@aol.com


C.A.N.E. (CONNECTICUT AUDUBON NATURE EXPLORERS)
An important part of the science curriculum, this town-wide program is a vital part of your child’s education.  A training session (one hour), held at the Connecticut Audubon Society, is required for each trip/presentation.  Then take what you’ve learned back to the classroom.  We need 2 representatives for each classroom (K-2).

Chair: 
K:  	OPEN POSITION
1st: 	Katherine Sullivan			549-8123		katcsull@hotmail.com
2nd:	Sophia Ibanez			338-8258		sody3@aol.com


COOKIE DOUGH/COFFEE CAKE/PIES FUNDRAISER
Help organize this fundraiser.  Volunteers are needed to assemble order sheets, tally forms, submit orders and distribute the products when they arrive at school. 

Chair:		Amy Flynn			696-0178		aef624@aol.com


CURRICULUM ENRICHMENT
The responsibilities of the Curriculum Enrichment Committee will be to work with the classroom teachers and school office to schedule the already established programs throughout the school year, receive feedback on the program effectiveness and research alternatives, if necessary.  The time commitment is minimal and can be done from the comfort of your home in most instances.  

Chair: 	Maria DiPierro		374-4807		vmdipierro@optonline.net



DIRECTORY
The directory consists of important school information such as phone numbers, class lists, e-mail addresses etc.  Help is needed to collect information, publish and distribute. 

Chair: 	Amy Hios			373-7464		amyhios09@gmail.com


DIVERSITY DAY
This one day event involves assisting our school psychologist and social worker in bringing awareness to our students so that they learn compassion for those with special needs.  This event will take place in the November.

Chair:		Karin Young 		319-1092		jbkyoung@aol.com


DRAMA TROUPE
Handle all communication to parents of participants and school (Friday Flash blurbs, participant communication). Organize parent volunteers (parents of participants) to help out with practices
Organize parent volunteers for the day of performances (backstage, ticket sales, help with sets). Photos of participants (for night of the show). Contact videographer. Create program for final performances (design and print). Liaison between ChildLink and Drama Troupe
 
Chair:		Tina Steele			526-1412			tmsteele@optonline.net
		Connie Ceconi		373-9469		cjceconi@gmail.com


FAIRFIELD ARTS YOUTH

Chair:  Open


FRIDAY FLASH
Help publish and distribute (electronically) the weekly newsletter for the Jennings community.  Requires several hours a week commitment from home.  A great way to get involved and stay informed.

Chair:	  	Kelly Silva			254-0584		kellyrsilva@optonline.net











FUEL FOR LEARNING PARTNERSHIP
Representatives will attend monthly town committee meetings on behalf of Jennings School.  The monthly meetings will cover a range of topics including wellness and nutrition in our schools.  They will discuss how to make our school lunches healthier for our children and bring better nutrition awareness to all the students;  coordinating with Garden committee and in some cases, the health, safety and fitness committee.

Chair:		Kelly Silva			254-0484		kellyrsilva@optonline.net
Michelle Meehan		319-8286		micmeehan@yahoo.com


GARDEN
Chairs for the garden committee will organize curriculum projects, maintain the budget and oversee grade representatives for the planting, planning and maintaining of the garden.  One volunteer will be needed per grade to act as a liason between the garden committee and teachers.  Grade reps will coordinate projects with teachers and work with the students in the classroom and garden.
 
Chairs: 	Susie Kamin		292-5820		susanhkamin@yahoo.com
Michelle Meehan		319-8286		micmeehan@yahoo.com


GIFTED AND TALENTED SERVICES
Jennings School is looking for a representative to be a member of the town-wide Gifted & Talented Committee.  The committee serves as the liaison between the Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment and Head of Elementary Education, who are responsible for the Gifted and Talented Program, and parents of gifted students to establish a two-way dialog for information sharing and advocacy that will help ensure that the needs of gifted and talented K-12 learners are met.  Attend Gifted & Talented Committee meetings and report back to the Jennings PTS on any relevant news.  This is a one year commitment with meetings approximately once a month. 
	
Chair: OPEN POSITION


GREEN TEAM REPRESENTATIVE
The Green Team Standing Committee will be a coordinated effort, with unit reps at each school, to implement Green Initiatives in all the elementary, middle and high schools in the Fairfield School District, with the objective of increasing student awareness of the importance of environmental responsibility and making the Town of Fairfield a more eco-friendly town.

Chair:  	Sharon Pistilli		333-3125		stp01@optonline.net


HEALTH, SAFETY AND FITNESS COMMITTEE 
Volunteers for this committee will work with the school to identify key wellness issues and run programs focused on health such as our annual Turkey Trot, a jump rope club or walk to school day.  Act as a liaison with the PTA Council to bring information to our students and parents about health, nutrition and fitness.  

Chair:		Molly Henry			345-6776		mcmojo22@optonline.net


HOSPITALITY/STAFF APPRECIATION
Organize and coordinate Staff Appreciation Week (week of May 2, 2011).  During Staff Appreciation Week, daily breakfasts and an end of week luncheon are hosted by each grade.  Responsible for purchasing supplies and recruiting (along with room parents) one to two representatives from each grade and working with them to coordinate menus/contributions/work shifts. 

Chair:		Kate McTague		292-6468		Rriccimctague@aol.com


ICE CREAM SOCIALS
Help coordinate these two family events in September and June. June event is combined with the end-of-year Tricky Tray Raffle.

Chair: 	Lauretta Janz		259-4962		klrjanz@yahoo.com


ICE SKATING PARTY
Help organize this family event that takes place in December or January.  Distribute flyers, collect reservations and make arrangements with ice skating rink.

Chair: 	Tara King			254-8670		rtmjaking@optonline.net
Lori Moomjian		374-5754		jojom@optonline.net


JENNINGS ADULT NIGHT OUT (JANO)/PARENT SOCIAL 
Back every year by popular demand, this fun event is always in need of people to help plan, setup and cleanup.  This committee meets throughout the year.

 Chair: 	Mary McKeon 		255-0647		mckeon44@optonline.net
Nicole Fasold		259-5926		nicolefasold@yahoo.com


JENNINGS PTA WEBSITE
Help maintain the content of the PTA’s website, www.jenningsschoolpta.org , the primary source of information for the Jennings Community.

Chair:		Nancy Allen			536-8665	Nancy.Allen@coldwellbankermoves.com


JENNING SPOOKTACULAR FAIR
Help organize and run fun activities at this new Jennings family event, to be held near Halloween!  Lots of help is needed to make this community event a success.

Chair:		Jen Balogh			292-5943		Jenbalogh@yahoo.com
Eileen Sequeira		292-9167		Eileen.sequeira@gmail.com


JENNINGS TIMES
Volunteers are needed to assist students (grades 3 – 5) in the writing and publication of Jennings own quarterly journal.

Chair:		Mike Foley			256-9531		ButlerFoley@sbcglobal.net


JENNINGS YEARBOOK
Help is needed with production, photography and distribution of Jennings own school Yearbook.  Help needed throughout the year.

Chair:		Janet Lopez-Kalapir	374-2446		thegeneral150@aol.com


JUNIOR GREAT BOOKS 
Junior Great Books Leaders meet with small student groups in a series of weekly meetings to discuss and interpret stories they have read.  This activity helps develop students’ critical skills of thinking, listening, reading and speaking; enhances their academic development; and introduces them to the fascinating world of literature.  Students in grades 3 – 5 are invited to participate in this 10 week program held during lunchtime in the Spring.

Chair: 	Joanne Krasnow		371-0049		jjkrasnow@yahoo.com


MARCH MADNESS BASKETBALL GAME
Back by popular demand, it’s Parents v. Teachers at this exciting family event.  Volunteers needed to help sell tickets, run concessions and play basketball. 

Chair:		Kimmy Spangler		371-6985		Kim_Dave_Spangler@yahoo.com


MATH GAME NIGHT
Work with Elise Archibald, Jennings Math Specialist, to plan a fun evening of math games. Volunteers are needed to send out flyers, help assemble game pieces and assist student-parent teams with the games on game night.

Chair:		OPEN


MILL RIVER LAB
This program was designed to supplement grades 3 - 5 science curriculum by giving students a better understanding of the Mill River Open Space Area.  Volunteers are needed from 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade to make a commitment of three mornings for training and three mornings to lead field trips.

Chairs:
3rd: 	Cliff Betron				373-1224		cib100@yahoo.com
4th: 	Kathy Caulfield			338-0865		kec@lmcplegal.com
5th:	Donna Walsh			396-0250		dwalsh265@yahoo.com



OPERATION HOPE
Help prepare a healthy meal for the residents of Fairfield’s Homeless Shelter.  Donations are accepted and will be distributed to the shelter. 


Chairs: 	Amy Jennings			259-2335		amy@pequotcap.com
   	Jen Weinstein			382-1170	jenweinstein@sbcglobal.net


PUBLICITY/PHOTOGRAPHY
Put your PR and advertising skills to work by spreading the word about the great things Jennings does.  Volunteers needed to take pictures at various PTA events and on occasion submit pictures to the local papers.  

Chair: 	Michele Meehan			319-8286		micmeehan@yahoo.com


READING FUN NIGHT
Work with Tara Hyder, Jennings Reading Specialist, to plan an evening of reading activities for students and parents.  Volunteers are needed to send out flyers and organize activities.
			
Chair:		OPEN


READING INCENTIVE PROGRAM
Help Tara Hyder, Jennings Reading Specialist, promote reading as a recreational activity during the month of March.  Count the hours read by our students.  

Chair: 	OPEN






REFLECTIONS
A national PTA sponsored program providing students with an opportunity to express their talents through original works in specific categories: literature, music, photography, and visual arts.  Help distribute information and rules for submissions, display creations at Jennings, and send them along to the state-wide contest.  Program runs November - January.

Chair: 	OPEN


ROOM PARENT COORDINATORS
This volunteer activity includes helping the classroom teacher with special projects, preparing for class parties and helping to organize field trips.  Time commitment varies by grade level and teacher.

Chair: 	Jessica Hartung		612-1906			jesshartung@hotmail.com
Betsy Harrington		579-9297			betlofink@snet.net


S.E.P.T.A
The Fairfield Special Education Parent and Teachers Association, Inc., (SEPTA), invites anyone with an interest in improving the educational, social and recreational opportunities of children with special needs to join our membership.  The Jennings PTA is looking for a representative who will attend monthly SEPTA meetings and report back to our PTA on anything that would affect our school.

Chair:		OPEN


SCHOOL BEAUTIFICATION
Identify projects and work on ways to enhance the physical appearance of our school.  Maintain classroom banners and the PTA bulletin board. All ideas are welcome on sprucing-up Jennings and adding to our pride and spirit through interior/exterior decorating.  A year-long commitment of about one hour a month is needed.
Chair:		OPEN


SCHOOL PICTURE LIAISON
Coordinate with the school photographer on picture day (usually 9am – 12pm) and on picture make up day for an hour in the morning.  
Chair:		OPEN





SCHOOL SUPPLY FUNDRAISER
Volunteers needed to take orders and distribute kits customized by the Jennings teachers by grade level.  Preparing the supply kit lists and taking orders will be done in the Spring.  Kits will be delivered in June.

Chair:		OPEN


SCIENCE EXPO
An evening of Science, the Annual Science Expo provide 2 distinct programs for Jennings students. The first portion of the evening gives our K-2 students hands-on experiences on various science topics. Our grade 3-5 students spend time at home working on a science project of their choosing. These projects are then placed on display the evening of the Expo and students are given the opportunity to explain their findings to parents and their fellow students.

Chair: 	Maria DiPierro		374-4807		vmdipierro@optonline.net
		Erika Kiley			374-3582		ezambo@optonline.net


SPIRIT WEAR
Volunteers needed to pick out items, take orders and distribute such things as water bottles, sweatshirts and T-shirts.

Chair: 	Kelly Silva			254-0584		kellyrsilva@optonline.net


STORYTELLING WEEK
This exciting committee at Jennings shares the love of literature through the telling of age-appropriate stories to all classes.  The Jennings staff is eager to have our children exposed to this wonderful language arts activity.  Two storytelling sessions are planned for the school year—one around Halloween (week of 10/25/10-10/29/10) and one in the Spring (week of May 5/16/10-5/20/11).  A willingness to “learn” a story to tell and enthusiasm to share it with our children is all that is required to participate.  An informal “training” session will be held in the Fall.

Chair:	 	OPEN


STUDENT PUBLISHING
Working with your child’s class, help take written stories and turn them into typed and hardbound published works.  First graders will publish a book for the Spring-time “Author’s Tea”.  Other grades are invited to participate at the teacher’s discretion.  The PTA pays for the materials for first graders; room parents collect money for other grades.  You won’t believe the excitement and pride that children show when they receive their very own published book!    Publishing is done in the Spring.  2-3 volunteers per class are needed.

Chair: 	Nicole Stanton		374-4333		thestantons@optonline.net

SUNSHINE
Volunteers will spread a little sunshine or offer a helping hand to its parents and staff whenever there is an event, joyful or not.  

Chair: 	Joanne Krasnow  		371-0049			jjkrasnow@yahoo.com



TRICKY TRAY FUNDRAISERS
Tricky trays are a collection of items centered around one specific theme per class.  Jennings families donate the items and room parents decorate a box for the items to be displayed in.  The boxes are then raffled off at a Fall event (Jennings Spooktacular Fair) and the June Ice Cream Social.  Tickets are sold on an optional basis during the lunch shifts prior to the event and at the event. 

Chair:  	Vicky Ihlefeld		259-0499			vihlefeld@sbcglobal.net
Lori Degroat			371-9921			Lori905@sbcglobal.net


TOOLS FOR SCHOOLS
The Tools for Schools Program is comprehensive resource to help schools maintain a healthy environment in school buildings by identifying, correcting and preventing indoor air quality problems.  Poor indoor air quality can impact the comfort and health of students and staff, which, in turn, can affect concentration, attendance, and student performance.  The parent volunteer(s) will work with a team that consists of: the Principal, the Nurse, the Head Custodian and a Teacher representative. The Team has a Tools For Schools kits with everything you need to know about the program. The Team is responsible for handing out a questionnaire to the staff, compiling the data, plotting the data on a map of the building and going on a walk –through of the school. This is a great opportunity to work with the Jennings staff to ensure a health environment at Jennings.

Chair:		Jennifer Carolan			257-4038	jennifer.carolan@gmail.com

VARIETY SHOW
Help organize and produce this one-afternoon event showcasing our children’s talents.  Be available for rehearsals during late January plus the day of the big show in February to ensure a smooth production.

Chair: 	Alyssa Lamparski		292-6718			alyssabrie@aol.com





WELCOME BACK BBQ
Help the committee kick off the new school year with food, games and fun.

Chair:		Heather Neff			520-2178			hneff@optonline.net
		Kristen Kuczo		345-7270			kristwin@optonline.net
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